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Dear Mr Puxon 

RE: Proposals for Emergency Accom modation. 
AT: Dale Farm. Cravs Hill- 


Thank you for your ‘e mails’ of the 8 th January 2008 and 22 nG January 2008 Please 
accept my apologises for the delay in responding to you earlier. Your emaii detai.s a 
proposal for an alternative to eviction for the occupiers at Dale Farm. 

Your proposal suggests relocating mobile homes, chalets and trailer caravans to land at 
Terminus Drive, Pitsea with support from Constant & Co, to avoid eviction a^d damag 
to the occupiers properties or property being placed in a storage fac'S'ty. Aithough he 
Council would encourage the occupiers to vacate the site and find suitable alternative 
accommodation ahead of direct action, the relocation of mobile homes caravans and 
trailers to Terminus Drive would not be supported by the Council as the site is not 
considered to be a suitable alternative site as it does not benefit from the appropriate 

planning permission. 

The application 07/00393/FULL to develop the land at Terminus Drive for f ' v ® ri pl ° , r S a l°li 
travellers was considered by the Council at Development Contro and Traffic 
Management committee on the 19 m June 2007 and refused on a number of grounds. 

The circumstances have not changed since that decision was made and the CounoJ will 
not therefore withdraw its objections to the use of this and as a . , 2JJL in 

travellers. The application is now the subject of an appeal, which will be determined 

due course. 

In response to youf proposal regarding the establishment of a tent city' to accommodate 
those mat may be made homeless as a result of any action the Council may carry out, 
Mr Simpson will respond, separately on your questions relating to waiving planning 
conditions in relation to occupying land adjacent to Dale Farm. 

In your email of the 22"° of January you mate additional enquiries regarding what terns 
Basildon Council hold in stock for emergencies, which could be used to assist,smu in 
your proposal to establish an emergency tented camp. 

Basildon District Council 
The Basildon Centre | St Martin’s Square 
Basildon | Essex | SSI 4 1DL 
Tel: 01268 533333 

www.basiidondistrict.com 




The Council do not hold any of the items referred to in stock. In the event of any 
emergency evacuations where rest centres are required, the Council use pre-identified 
buildings that are equipped with necessary facilities, and call upon voluntary agencies in 
respect of catering needs. 

Please be advised that forced removal would be a last resort and it would be hoped the 
occupiers removing themselves and their property from the site would resolve matters. If 
that did not happen the Council would carefully plan the necessary operations taking into 
account the needs of the individuals, with consideration to any duties imposed on the 
Council with regard to the Housing Act, Health and Safety legislation and Civil 
Contingencies Act, 

I hope this information is useful. 

Yours Sincerely 



Dawn French 

Head of Development, Property & Health 


Local Arrangements for Civil Protection 


introductory 


Meaning of “emergency” 

(1) In this Part “emergency" means — 

(a) an event or situation which threatens serious damage to human welfare in a place in the 
United Kingdom, 

(b) an event or situation which threatens serious damage to the environment of a place in 
the United Kingdom, or 

{c) war, or terrorism, which threatens serious damage to the security of the United Kingdom. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1){a) an event or situation threatens damage to human welfare 
only if it involves, causes or may cause — 

(a) loss of human life, 

(b) human illness or injury, 

{c) homelessness, 

(d) damage to property, 

(e) disruption of a supply of money, food, water, energy or fuel, 

(f) disruption of a system of communication, 

(g) disruption of facilities for transport, or 

(h) disruption of services relating to health. 

(3) For the purposes of subsection {t){b} an event or situation threatens damage to the environment 
only if it involves, causes or may cause — 

(a) contamination of land, water or air wrth biological, chemical or radio-active matter, or 

(b) disruption or destruction of plant life or animal life. 

{4) A Minister of the Crown, or, in relation to Scotland, the Scottish Ministers, may by order— 

(a) provide that a specified event or situation, or class of event or situation, is to be treated 
as falling, or as not falling, within any of paragraphs (a) to (c) of subsection (1); 

(b) amend subsection (2) so as to provide that in so far as an event or situation involves or 
causes disruption of a specified supply, system, facility or service — 

(i) it is to be treated as threatening damage to human welfare, or 

(ii) it is no longer to be treated as threatening damage to human welfare, 

(5) The event or situation mentioned in subsection (1) may occur or be inside or outside the United 
Kingdom, 


Contingency planning 


Duty to assess, plan and advise 
(1) A person or body listed in Part 1 or 2 of Schedule 1 shall — 

(a) from time to time assess the risk of an emergency occurring, 

{b) from time to time assess the risk of an emergency making it necessary or expedient for 
the person or body to perform any of his or its functions, 

(c) maintain plans for the purpose of ensuring, so far as is reasonably practicable, that if an 
emergency occurs the person or body is able to continue to perform his or its functions, 

{d) maintain plans for the purpose of ensuring that if an emergency occurs or is likely to 
occur the person or body is able to perform his or its functions so far as necessary or 
desirable for the purpose of— 

(i) preventing the emergency, 

(ii) reducing, controlling or mitigating its effects, or 

(iii) taking other action in connection with it, 


(e) consider whether an assessment carried out under paragraph (a) or (b) makes it 
necessary or expedient for the person or body to add to or modify plans maintained 
under paragraph (c) or (d), 

(f) arrange for the publication of all or part of assessments made and plans maintained 
under paragraphs (a) to (d) in so far as publication is necessary or desirable for the 
purpose of — 

{i) preventing an emergency, 

(ii) reducing, controlling or mitigating the effects of an emergency, or 

(iii) enabling other action to be taken in connection with an emergency, and 

(g) maintain arrangements to warn the public, and to provide information and advice to the 
public, if an emergency is likely to occur or has occurred. 

(2) In relation to a person or body listed in Part 1 or 2 of Schedule 1 a duty in subsection (1) applies 
in relation to an emergency only if — 

(a) the emergency would be likely seriously to obstruct the person or body in the 
performance of his or its functions, or 

(b) it is likely that the person or body — 

(i) would consider it necessary or desirable to take action to prevent the emergency, 
to reduce, control or mitigate its effects or otherwise in connection with it, and 

(ii) would be unable to take that action without changing the deployment of resources 
or acquiring additional resources. 

(3) A Minister of the Crown may, in relation to a person or body listed in Part 1 of Schedule 1 , make 
regulations about — 

(a) the extent of a duty under subsection (1) (subject to subsection (2)); 

(b) the manner in which a duty under subsection (1) is to be performed. 

(4) The Scottish Ministers may, in relation to a person or body listed in Part 2 of Schedule t, make 
regulations about — 

(a) the extent of a duty under subsection (1 ) (subject to subsection (2)); 

(b) the manner in which a duty under subsection (1) is to be performed. 

(5) Regulations under subsection (3) may, in particular- 

fa) make provision about the kind of emergency in relation to which a specified person or 
body is or is not to perform a duty under subsection (1); 

(b) permit or require a person or body not to perform a duty under subsection (1) in specified 
circumstances or in relation to specified matters; 

(c) make provision as to the timing of performance of a duty under subsection (1 ); 

(d) require a person or body to consult a specified person or body or class of person or body 
before or in the course of performing a duty under subsection (1); 

(e) permit or require a county council to perform a duty under subsection (1) on behalf of a 
district council within the area of the county council; 

(f) permit, require or prohibit collaboration, to such extent and in such manner as may be 
specified, by persons or bodies in the performance of a duty under subsection (1); 

(g) permit, require or prohibit delegation, to such extent and in such manner as may be 
specified, of the performance of a duty under subsection (1); 

(h) permit or require a person or body listed in Part 1 or 3 of Schedule 1 to co-operate, to 
such extent and in such manner as may be specified, with a person or body listed in Part 
1 of the Schedule in connection with the performance of a duty under subsection (1); 

(i) permit or require a person or body listed in Part 1 or 3 of Schedule 1 to provide 
information, either on request or in other specified circumstances, to a person or body 
listed in Part 1 of the Schedule in connection with the performance of a duty under 
subsection (1); 

(j) permit or require a person or body to perform (wholly or partly) a duty under subsection 
(1)(a) or (b) having regard to, or by adopting or relying on, work undertaken by another 
specified person or body; 

(k) permit or require a person or body, in maintaining a plan under subsection (1)(c) or (d), to 
have regard to the activities of bodies (other than public or local authorities) whose 
activities are not carried on for profit; 


